BRANFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION
**This meeting will be live streamed™* Next Full Regular BOE Meeting: May 20, 2020

WEDNESDAY
6:00 PM*
April 22, 2020

*Please Note Time Change
FULL SPECIAL BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING AGENDA

Branford Public Schools Mission and Vision Statement
Nurturing students and citizens who develop a deep commitment to learning today and leading tomorrow
is the central goal of Branford Public Schools.

AGENDA
L Call to Order
II. Public Comment
III.  Vote to Approve Appointment of New BOE Member
IV.  Approve Minutes
V. Agenda Changes
VI. Communication
VII. Student Representative Report
VIII. Superintendent’s Report/WIS Next Generation Update
IX. Discussion/Action Items
A. Cancellation of School Sponsored Fieldtrips (In-State & Out-of-State) in the Event School
Re-opens this year
B. First Reading
a. Policy 5112 — Ages of Attendance
b. Policy 5141.5 - Suicide Prevention and Intervention
C. Second Reading
a. Bylaw 9325 — Meeting Conduct
X. Public Comment on Action Items
XI. Adjourn

This Board of Education meeting is being conducted remotely in accordance with
State of Connecticut Executive Order No. 7b, issued by His Excellency Ned Lamont

To access and listen to this meeting please go to www.branfordschools.org
and click on the link:

TO WATCH BOE MEETING VIDEOS, CLICK HERE

TO PARTICIPATE IN PUBLIC COMMENTS PLEASE CALL:
1 260-218-1403 (PIN: 916459019)

Rules Governing Public Comments:

* Five minutes will be allotted to each speaker, subject to an overall limit of 20-minutes per subject.
(Board Bylaw 9325)

* There are two public comment periods during each regular meeting. During the first public comment
period, the Board welcomes comments regarding any subject within the Board’s authority. The second
public comment period is limited to the discussion/action items on the agenda for the meeting. All
speakers must maintain appropriate standards of decorum. No boisterous conduct is permitted.




BRANFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES

DATE: February 19, 2020 LOCATION: Branford Public Schools Lower Media Center
185 East Main Street, Branford, CT
SUBJECT: Board of Education Meeting Page 1 of 4
ATTENDANCE
HERE ATTENDEE AFFILIATION
Y Shannen Sharkey, Chair Board of Education
Y John R. Prins, Vice-Chair Board of Education
Y Meredith Gaffney, Secretary Board of Education
Y Joanne Borrus Board of Education
Y Chad Edgar Board of Education
N Maria Ehrhardt Board of Education
Y Ellen Michaels Board of Education
Y Dawn Perrotti Board of Education
Y Riyanshu (Riya) Bam Student Representative
N Mia Josephy-Zack Student Representative
N Minsok Lee Student Representative
Y Hamlet M. Hernandez, Superintendent Central Office
Y Rachel Sexton, Assistant Superintendent Central Office
Others present:
BUSINESS ITEMS
ITEM DESCRIPTION
CALL TO ORDER
01  Meeting was called to order at 7:07 PM by BOE Chair, Shannen Sharkey.
02 MINUTES APPROVAL
A. MOTION (Prins/Perrotti) to approve minutes from the January 15, 2020 Full Regular BOE
Meetings.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
B. MOTION (Michaels/Gaffney) to approve minutes from the January 29, 2020 Full Special BOE
Meetings.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

COMMUNICATION
Ms. Sharkey announced the resignation of BOE member, Michael Krause.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Stephanie Carvin, district parent, reiterated her concerns regarding locked bathrooms and student
accessibility at Branford High School (BHS).

BOE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES REPORT
Riya Bam, stated that spring sports are getting ready to start, Model Congress is leaving for Harvard
tomorrow, the BHS play, Sweeney Todd, is less than a month away. She also discussed Common App
Scholarships, Senior Scholarships Award Night and the incoming freshman night.

Continued...
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT/WIS NEXT GENERATION UPDATE
Superintendent Hernandez discussed Phase 2 of WIS demolition. He stated that selective abatement
demolition continues on schedule and we are starting to look at the impact in different areas and we are
waiting on the pool consultant’s report.

Superintendent Hernandez stated that April 8" is the first night of Passover so the Board may want to
think about changing the night of the Committee meetings. All safety drills were done for the month of
January. A letter regarding the Seal of Biliteracy, the May SBA and NGSS has been placed on the
Districts website. If there are any questions, parents can reach out to their school’s principal.

CONSENT AGENDA
03 A. FY 21 Operating Budget
MOTION (Borrus/Prins) to approve the Superintendent’s FY 21 Operational Budget request of

$58,886,108.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

04 A. FY 21 Capital Budget
MOTION (Prins/Michaels) to approve the Superintendent’s FY 21 Capital Budget request of
$1,338,000.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS
05 A. BHS Trip to Quebec City, Canada
Superintendent Hernandez discussed the rescheduled trip to Quebec City, Canada. This trip was
initially approved by the Board on November 20, 2019 and scheduled to take place on February 6-9,

2020, but had to be rescheduled due to inclement weather. The new trip dates are February 27 to
March 1, 2020.

06 B. 2019-2020 School Year Calendar Revision

Superintendent Hernandez discussed his request to modify the 2019-2020 school year calendar to reflect
no school for students on April 28,2020 due to the Presidential Primary.

MOTION (Prins/Michaels) to approve modification to the 2019-2020 school year of no school for

students on April 28, 2020 and the new tentative last day of school for student of June 12, 2020.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Continued...
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DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS (Continued)
07 C. 2020-2021 School Year Calendar

Superintendent Hernandez and Assistant Superintendent Sexton discussed the three calendar options
for the 2020-2021 school year that were worked on and presented to Superintendent Hernandez by
the Calendar Committee.
MOTION (Prins/Perrotti) to approve the 2020-2021 School Year Option 1 as presented by the Calendar
Committee.
APPROVED (Gaffney abstained)

08 D. First Re;iding of Bylaw 9325 — Meeting Conduct
Tabled until the next BOE meeting.

09 E. Second Reading of Policy 0521 — Notice of Non-Discrimination

MOTION (Gaffney/Prins) to adopt Policy 0521 — Non-Discrimination.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ACTION ITEMS
There were no public comments made during this section of tonight’s meeting.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Communication Committee (Joanne Borrus, Committee Chair). Next scheduled meeting:
Wednesday, March 11, 2020, 6:00 P.M., Branford High School Lower Media Center.

B. Personnel & Finance Committee (Dawn Perrotti, Committee Chair). Next scheduled meeting:
Wednesday, March 11, 2020, 6:30 P.M., Branford High School Lower Media Center.

PLEASE NOTE: This will also be a Budget Workshop meeting.
C. Teaching & I earning Committee (John Prins, Chair). Next scheduled meeting: Wednesday,

March 11, 2020 at 7:00 P.M., Branford High Lower Media Center.
C. Policy Committee (Ellen Michaels, Committee Chair). Next scheduled meeting: Wednesday, April
TBD, 2020, 6:00 P.M., Branford High School Lower Media Center.

BOARD REPORTS:
ACES - Ellen Michaels discussed the last ACES meeting that she attended. She stated that the RESC
approved grant to collect data to help towns get students to special education programs statewide.
BECC - Dawn Perrotti stated that there were no new items to discuss this evening.
CABE - John Prins discussed the last CABE meeting and the upcoming CABE Day on the Hill. At the
meeting it was reported that the strategic plan was approved.

Continued...
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ADJOURN
10 MOTION (Perrotti/Michaels) to adjourn meeting.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Ms. Sharkey adjourned the meeting 7:51 PM

The next Full Board Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 18, 2020,
at 7:00 PM at Branford High School, Lower Media Center, 185 East Main Street, Branford, CT

PLEASE NOTE: Parking for Board Meetings held at Branford High School Lower Media Center
is in Lot C. Access to meetings is through the F3 library doors.

Respectfully submitted, Prepared by
Meredith Gaffney Kerry Eyrich
Secretary



SPECIAL BRANFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES

DATE: February 26, 2020 LOCATION: Branford High School Lower Media Center
185 East Main Street, Branford, CT
SUBJECT: Board of Education Meeting Page 1 of 1
ATTENDANCE

HERE ATTENDEE AFFILIATION

Y Shannen Sharkey, Chair Board of Education

Y John R. Prins, Vice-Chair Board of Education

Y Chad Edgar Board of Education

Y Meredith Gaffney, Secretary Board of Education

N Joanne Borrus Board of Education

N Maria Ehrhardt Board of Education

Y Ellen Michaels (via telephone) Board of Education

Y Dawn Perrotti Board of Education

Y Hamlet M. Hernandez, Superintendent Central Office

Y Rachel Sexton, Assistant Superintendent Central Office
Others present:

BUSINESS ITEMS
ITEM DESCRIPTION
CALL

01

Meeting was called to order at 6:05 PM by BOE Chair, Shannen Sharkey.

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM

02 A. Amendment to FY 21 Operating Budget

03

Superintendent Hernandez stated

MOTION (Prins/Michaels) to amend the FY 21 Operating Budget as adopted by the BOE on 2/19/2020
to reflect a 656,108.00-dollar increase for the purpose of jointly rating the BOE proposed medical self-
insurance cost with the Town of Branford anticipated cost.

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

B. First Reading of Bylaw 9325 — Meeting Conduct
The Board discussed the language for Bylaw 9325 — Meeting Conduct.

MOTION (Prins/Gaffney) to approve the first reading of Bylaw 9325.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
ADJOURN
Motion (Prins/Gaffney) to adjourn.
Approved Unanimously

Ms. Sharkey adjourned the meeting 6:36 PM

Respectfully submitted, Prepared by,
Meredith Gaffney Kerry Erich
Secretary



SPECIAL BRANFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES

DATE: March 5, 2020 LOCATION: Branford High School Lower Media Center
185 East Main Street, Branford, CT
SUBJECT: Board of Education Meeting Page 1 of 2
ATTENDANCE

HERE ATTENDEE AFFILIATION

Y Shannen Sharkey, Chair Board of Education

Y John R. Prins, Vice-Chair Board of Education

Y Joanne Borrus Board of Education

Y Chad Edgar Board of Education

N Maria Ehrhardt Board of Education

Y Meredith Gaffney Board of Education

Y Ellen Michaels (via telephone) Board of Education

Y Dawn Perrotti Board of Education

Y Hamlet M. Hernandez, Superintendent Central Office

Y Rachel Sexton, Assistant Superintendent Central Office
Others present:

BUSINESS ITEMS
ITEM DESCRIPTION
CALL

01

02

03

04

Meeting was called to order at 6:05 PM by BOE Chair, Shannen Sharkey.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Interview Perspective BOE Member

MOTION (Perrotti/Prins) to move into Executive Session to interview potential candidates for Board of
Education Member.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

BOE Chair, Shannen Sharkey, moved the meeting into Executive Session at 6:05 PM. All Board
Members present at tonight’s special Board meeting including Superintendent Hernandez, were present
during the Executive Session.

RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION
Ms. Sharkey returned the meeting to regular session at 7:27 PM.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM

A. 2019-2020 School Year Calendar
Superintendent Hernandez discussed certified staff absences on Good Friday (April 10, 2020) and the

need to amend the 2019-2020 school year calendar to reflect no school for students and certified staff on
April 10, 2020.

MOTION (Gaffney/Michaels) to amend the 2019-2020 school year calendar to reflect no school on
April 10, 2020.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Continued...
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ADJOURN

05 Ms. Sharkey adjourned the meeting 7:50 PM

Respectfully submitted, Prepared by,
Meredith Gaffney Kerry Erich
Secretary



SPECIAL BRANFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES

DATE: March 20, 2020 LOCATION: Branford High School Lower Media Center
185 East Main Street, Branford, CT
SUBJECT: Board of Education Meeting Page 1 of 2
ATTENDANCE
HERE ATTENDEE AFFILIATION
Y Shannen Sharkey, Chair Board of Education
Y John R. Prins, Vice-Chair Board of Education
Y Joanne Borrus Board of Education
Y Chad Edgar Board of Education
Y Maria Ehrhardt Board of Education
Y Meredith Gaffney Board of Education
Y Ellen Michaels Board of Education
Y Dawn Perrotti Board of Education
Y Hamlet M. Hernandez, Superintendent Central Office
Y Don Neel, Chief Operating Officer Central Office
Y Rachel Sexton, Assistant Superintendent Central Office
Others present:
BUSINESS ITEMS
ITEM DESCRIPTION

01

02

This meeting was conducted remotely in accordance with State of Connecticut

Executive Order No. 7b, issued by His Excellency Ned Lamont
CALL
Meeting was called to order at 1:00 PM by BOE Chair, Shannen Sharkey.

CONSENT AGENDA
Healthy Food Certification (HFC)

a. Healthy Food

MOTION (Prins/Edgar) Pursuant to C.G.S. Section 10-215f, the Board of Education certifies that all
food items offered for sale to students in the schools under its jurisdiction, and not exempted from the
Connecticut Nutrition Standards published by the Connecticut State Department of Education, will
comply with the Connecticut Nutrition Standards during the period of July 1, 2020, through June 30,
2021. This certification shall include all food offered for sale to students separately from reimbursable
meals at all times and from all sources, including but not limited to, school stores, vending machines,
school cafeterias, culinary programs and any fundraising activities on school premises sponsored by the

school or by non-school organizations and groups.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

b. Food and Beverage Exemptions
MOTION (Prins/Perrotti) The Board of Education will allow the sale to students of food items that do

not meet the Connecticut Nutrition Standards and beverages not listed in Section 10-221q of the
Connecticut General Statutes provided that the following conditions are met: 1) the sale is in connection
with an event occurring after the end of the regular school day or on the weekend; 2) the sale is at the

Continued...
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03.

04.

Food and Beverage Exemptions (Continued)
location of the event; and 3) the food items are not sold from a vending machine or school store. An

“event” is an occurrence that involves more than just a regularly scheduled practice, meeting, or
extracurricular activity. For example, soccer games, school plays, and interscholastic debates are events
but soccer practices, play rehearsals, and debate team meetings are not. The “regular school day” is the
period from midnight before to 30 minutes after the end of the official school day. “Location” means
where the event is being held.

APPROVED UNANIMSOULY

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM

A. Paraprofessional Contract
Superintendent Hernandez and Don Neel, Chief Operating Officer, provided a summary of the
Paraprofessional Contract that was ratified through mediation.

MOTION (Michaels/Gaffney) to approve the Paraprofessional Contract as ratified.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

ADJOURN
MOTION (Prins/Perrotti) to adjourn.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Ms. Sharkey adjourned the meeting 1:21 PM.

Respectfully submitted, Prepared by,

Meredith Gaffney Kerry Erich
Secretary



P5112(a)

Students

Ages of Attendance

Admission

District schools shall be open to all children five years of age and over who reach age five by
December 31% of any school year. Each such child shall have, and shall be so advised by the
appropriate school authorities, an equal opportunity to participate in the program and activities of
the school system without discrimination on account of race, color, sex, religion, national origin
or sexual orientation or gender identity or expression. Exceptions from routine admission may be
made by the school Principal on the basis of supporting evidence from physical and psychological
examinations.

Parents and those who have the care of children age five to eighteen years of age inclusive are
obligated by Connecticut law to require their children to attend public day school or its equivalent
in the district in which such child resides, unless the parent or person having control of such child
is able to show that the child is elsewhere receiving equivalent instruction in the studies taught in
the public schools. Students under age eighteen are subject to mandatory attendance laws unless
they are at least seventeen and their parent/guardian, or other person having control of the child,
consents to such child’s removal from school. The parent or person shall exercise this option by
personally appearing at the school district office to sign a withdrawal form. Such withdrawal form
shall include an attestation form a guidance counselor, school counselor or school administrator of
the school that the district has provided the parent or person with information on the educational
options available in the school system and in the community. If a child is eighteen years of age or
older, he/she is not required to attend school.

The parent or person having legal guardianship of a child five years of age shall have the option
of not sending the child to school until the child is six years of age by December 31% of any school
year. The parent or person having legal guardianship of a child six years of age shall have the
option of not sending the child to school until the child is seven years of age by December 31% of
any school year.

The parent or person having legal guardianship shall exercise such option by personally appearing
at the school district office and signing an option form. The district shall provide the parent or
person having legal guardianship with information on the educational opportunities available in
the school system.

Each child entering the district schools for the first time must present a birth certificate or offer
legal evidence of birth data, as well as proof of a recent physical examination and required
immunizations. If the parents or guardians of any children are unable to pay for such
immunizations and/or physicals, the expense of such immunizations and/or physicals shall on the
recommendation of the Board, be paid by the Town. Proof of domicile may also be requested by
the Building Administrator or other school official.



P5112(b)

Students
Ages of Attendance (continued)

The above requirements are not to serve as barriers to immediate enrollment of students,
designated as homeless or foster children as required by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
and the McKinney-Vento Act as amended by the ESSA. The District shall work with the local
child welfare agency, the school last attended, or other relevant agencies to obtain necessary
enrollment documentation.

The parent/guardian of any child who is denied admission to the district’s schools, or an
unaccompanied minor, a student eighteen years of age or older, a homeless child or youth or an
unaccompanied youth who is denied schooling on the basis of residency, or an agent or officer
charged with the enforcement of the laws concerning attendance at school may request, in writing,
a hearing by the Board of Education.

Children who have attained the age of seventeen and who have voluntarily terminated enrollment
in the district’s schools and subsequently seek readmission may be denied readmission for up to
ninety school days from the date of such termination, unless such child seeks readmission to the
District not later than ten (10) school days after such termination in which case the Board shall
provide school accommodations to such child not later than three school days after such child
seeks readmission.

Provisions for Special Education

According to Connecticut General Statute 176d(b2), special education will be provided for
children who have attained the age of three and who have been identified as being in need of
special education, and whose educational potential will be irreparably diminished without special
education. If a special education student is being considered for an exception, the Planning and
Placement Team (PPT) will make a recommendation to the administrator in charge of special
education.

Alternative School Placement

Children who have attained the age of nineteen or older may be placed in an alternative school
program or other suitable educational program if they cannot acquire a sufficient number of credits
for graduation by age twenty-one.

(cf. 5118.1 — Homeless Students)

(cf. 5118.3 — Children in Foster Care)

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes
10-15 Towns to maintain schools

10-15¢ Discrimination in public schools prohibited. School attendance by five-
year-olds



P5112(c)

Students

Ages of Attendance

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes (continued)
10-76a - 10-76g re special education

10-184 Duties of parents (re mandatory schooling for children ages five to sixteen,
inclusive) as amended by PA 98-243, PA 00-157, PA 09-6 (September Special Session) and PA
18-15

10-186 Duties of local and regional boards of education re school attendance.
Hearings. (Amended by PA 96-26 An Act Concerning Graduation Requirements and Readmission
and Placement of Older Students and PA 09-6 (September Special Session)

Appeals to State Board. Establishment of hearing board

10-233a - 10-233f Inclusive; re: suspend, expel, removal of pupils
10-233¢ Suspension of pupils

10-233d Expulsion of pupils

10-261 Definitions

State Board of Education Regulations

10-76a-1 General definitions (c) (d) (q) (t)

10-76d-7 Admission of student requiring special education (referral)
10-204a Required immunizations (as amended by PA 98-243)

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (PL 107-110 Sec. 1032) 42 U.S.C.
§11431-11435, as amended by the ESSA, P.L. 114-95

Federal Register: McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children & Youths
Program, Vol. 81 No. 52, 3/17/2016

Policy adopted:
rev 11/09

rev 12/16

rev 7/18

rev 10/19



P5141.5

Students

Suicide Prevention and Intervention

The Branford Board of Education recognizes that suicide is a complex issue and that, while the
school may recognize a potentially suicidal youth, it cannot make a clinical assessment of risk
and provide in-depth counseling. Instead the Board directs school staff to refer students who
may be at risk of attempting suicide to an appropriate service for professional assessment,
counseling and treatment services outside of the school.

The Board recognizes the need for youth suicide prevention procedures and will establish
program(s) to identify risk factors for youth suicide, procedures to intervene with such youth,
referral services and training for teachers, other school professionals and students to provide
assistance in these programs.

Any school employee who may have knowledge of a suicide threat, attempt or ideation must take
the proper steps to immediately report this information to the building Principal or his/her
designee who will, in turn notify the appropriate school officials, the crisis intervention team, the
student’s family and appropriate resource services outside and within the school system.

Information concerning a student’s suicide attempt, threat, or risk will be shared with others to
the degree necessary to protect that student and others.

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes
10221(e) Boards of education to prescribe rules.

Policy adopted: BRANFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Branford, Connecticut

(Reviewed and approved by Policy Review Committee)



MEETING CONDUCT
Bylaw #9325

1. Meeting Conduct
A. Meetings of the Board of Education shall be conducted by the Chairperson in a

manner consistent with the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act and the
adopted bylaws of the Board.

B. All Board meetings shall commence at, or as close as practicable to, the stated time,
provided there is a quorum.

C. All regular and special Board meetings shall be guided by an agenda which will have
been prepared and delivered in advance to all Board members and other designated
persons.

D. Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the proceedings of the Board except as
otherwise provided by these bylaws.

2. Procedures for Participation By Means of Electronic Equipment
A. Board members may participate in meetings by means of electronic equipment (e.g.,

telephone, video conference) under the conditions set forth herein. When such
conditions are met, any Board member participating by means of electronic
equipment shall be counted for the purpose of constituting a quorum. Conditions for
participation are as follows:

1. The facility that is made available to the public that wishes to attend the meeting
must be located where the greatest number of Board of Education members are
located;

2. All those in attendance at the meeting, at whatever location, must be able to hear
and identify all participants in the proceeding, including their individual remarks
and votes.

B. When a Board member is participating in a meeting by means of electronic
equipment, the Chairperson shall take the necessary steps to ensure that the two
conditions enumerated above are met. In addition, the Chairperson shall take the
necessary steps to ensure that a Board member participating by means of electronic
equipment has adequate opportunity to express himself/herself in Board discussion,
including the opportunity to take the floor and make motions.



3. Public Address

A. The board may permit any individual or group to address the Board concerning any
subject that lies within its jurisdiction during a portion of the Board’s regular meetings so
designated for such purpose.

(1) 3 minutes will be allotted to each speaker. The Board may modify this limitation at the
beginning of a meeting if the number of persons wishing to speak makes it advisable to do so.

(2) A Board of Education member shall be appointed by the Chairperson prior to the meeting
to act as timekeeper for the meeting, if deemed necessary by the Chairperson.

(3) Conduct intended primarily to disrupt the Board of Education meeting shall not be
permitted. Any speaker who engages in such conduct will be warned and allowed to correct
such conduct. If the speaker continues to engage in the disruptive conduct such will be
grounds for termination of the speaker’s privilege to participate in public comment and may
be deemed grounds for removal from the meeting site.

(4) All speakers must identify themselves by name and address.

Legal References:
Connecticut General Statutes

1-200 Definitions

1-206 Denial of access of public records or meeting. Notice. Appeal.
1-225 Meetings of government agencies to be public.

1-232 Conduct of meetings. (re: disturbances)

Freedom of Information Commission Advisory Opinion #41 (April 9, 1980)

Bylaw adopted: BRANFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION

Branford, Connecticut



