
B R A N F O R D  C O A S T A L  V U L N E R A B I L I T Y

BRANFORD RTM
JANUARY 10, 2024
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Branford has 20 miles of coastline over 6-mile span
                           and 15 significant coastal marshlands

LISICOS -- The Long Island Sound 
Integrated Coastal Observing System
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If a category 3 storm hit our coastline at high tide in 
2050 our coastline flooding might look like this!

LISICOS -- The Long Island Sound 
Integrated Coastal Observing System



M e a n  s e a  l e v e l  i n  L o n g  I s l a n d  S o u n d  c o u l d  b e  u p  t o         
2 0  i n c h e s  a b o v e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T i d a l  D a t u m  b y  2 0 5 0 .  

T h e r e  i s  h i g h  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  p ro j e c t e d  c h a n g e s  t h ro u g h  
t h e  m i d - c e n t u r y.
 
S e a  l e v e l  r i s e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a f t e r  2 0 5 0 .  Re c e n t  s i m u l a t i o n s  
i n d i c at e  t h a t  i f  C O 2  e m i s s i o n s  a r e  n o t  r e d u c e d  s o o n  t h e  
m e a n  s e a  l e v e l  c o u l d  b e  o v e r  6  f e e t  h i g h e r  b y  2 1 0 0 .
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GC3
Phase 1 Report: Near-Term Actions January 2021

Governor’s Council
on Climate ChangeN EA R TER M PR EDICTIONS :
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G l o b a l  Wa r m i n g  i s  b r i n g i n g  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  
o f  1 0 0 - ye a r  a n d  5 0 0 - y e a r  w e a t h e r  e v e n t s

C l i m a t e  c h a n g e  w i l l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p a c t  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  f l o o d i n g                      
-     -  C o a s t a l  f l o o d  r i s k  m ay  i n c r e a s e  b y  a  f a c t o r  o f  5  t o  1 0  -  
S u p e rst o r m  S a n d y  h i g h  w a t e r  l e v e l s  w i l l  b e  ex p e c t e d  e v e r y  5  t o  1 0  
y e a rs .

GC3
Phase 1 Report: Near-Term Actions January 2021

Governor’s Council
on Climate Change



So – Let’s Visualize
                              Today

Monthly Spring Tide
11/26/2018
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Monthly Spring Tide
With 20” of sea level rise



Available for download on 
the Branford Town Website

JAN 2021

FEB 2022

JUNE 2016

MAY 2018

JUNE 2019
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Current CVWG / Branford Initiatives

o  Wastewater Treatment Plant

o  Road Flooding

o  Ordinances and Regulations

o  Community Presentations and neighborhood liaison groups

o  CVWG page on the Town website as a resource

o  CIRCA, DEEP, SCRCOG - tracking, resources, data, reports

o Coastal Resilience Fund & the role of the RTM
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Wastewater Treatment Plant
o Presentation to WPCA
o Recommendation to study “hardening” the plant 

and pump stations
o Recommendation for a phase 1 study RFP
o Currently tracking progress and completion of the 

phase 1 study
o Promoting next steps to be taken
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Road Flooding
o Road flooding database and mapping
o Prioritizing the most vulnerable locations
o Elevating roadways, protecting roadways and 

alternative routes
o Understanding the issues with each type of response
o Using test locations to study various approaches and 

clarify the issues
o Consulting with John Lust re DEEP approval
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Ordinances and Regulations
o Presentation to PZC
o Establishment of a liaison thru Sharon Huttner
o Researching CIRCA regulatory recommendations 
o Drafting possible responses for discussion – 

regulations and ordinances
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Community Presentations
o Municipal Presentations – PZC, WPCA
o Neighborhood presentations -
o Hotchkiss Grove, Stony Creek, etc.
o Branford River Neighborhoods presentation planned
o Establishment of neighborhood liaison groups

B R A N F O R D  C O A S T A L  V U L N E R A B I L I T Y



CVWG page on the Town website
 

o Access to key documents and reports
o Setting up a Q&A portal
o Access to information regarding FEMA
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CIRCA, DEEP, SCRCOG – resources 
o CIRCA UCONN – Connecticut Institute for Resilience 

& Climate Adaptation
o SCRCOG – South Central Region Council of 

Governments
o DEEP – Ct Department of Energy and Environmental 

Protection
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Branford’s Coastal Resiliency Fund - In February 2019 Finance Director Jim Finch and the First Selectman 
created the Branford Coastal Resiliency Fund pursuant to approval by the Board of Finance and RTM. 

Senate Bill 1062 - Current state law largely prohibited municipalities from investing in assets designed to 
achieve superior growth over longer periods of time. The Jim Finch worked State Senator Christine Cohen to 
draft and propose Senate Bill 1062: An Act Authorizing Municipal Climate Change and Coastal Resiliency 
Reserve Funds which was signed into law by Governor Ned Lamont in July 2019.

Coastal Vulnerability Ad Hoc Working Group - In December 2019 the Board of Selectmen approved the 
creation of a Coastal Vulnerability ad hoc Working Group, as recommended by the 2018 plan of conservation 
and development, to work in coordination with town staff to research and recommend proactive responses to 
the environmental challenges facing Branford’s coastline utilizing both civil engineering mitigation projects 
and recommendations for changes in behavior that may require new or revised ordinances, regulations and 
changes in land use.
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CRF – COASTAL RESILIENCE FUND



THE ROLE OF THE RTM / RESILIENCY ACTIONS
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o February 2019 – Initial allocation of $1,000,000 to the CRF

o Annually - yearly budget allocations to the Coastal Resiliency Fund

o February 2020 - denied request to use CRF to purchase a residence for retreat

o October 2022 - funded Phase 1 Resiliency Study of the Treatment Plant thru CRF

o April 2023 - funded CIRCA study of the Meadow Street underpass flooding thru CRF



COASTAL RESILIENCE 
FUND
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B R A N F O R D  C O A S T A L  V U L N E R A B I L I T Y

BRANFORD RTM
JANUARY 10, 2024

RTM representatives are welcome to join monthly meetings of the CVWG and ask questions

The CVWG will be posting more detailed presentations on Resiliency and make them available to the RTM
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