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BRANFORD REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING
JUNE 11, 2025

MEETING MINUTES
Moderator: Maryann Amore Clerk: Frank Twohill
Majority Leader: Tracy Everson Minority Leader: Victoria Verderame

The RTM convened on Wednesday, June 11, 2025, at 8:00 p.m., at the Joe Trapasso Community House, 46
Church St., Branford, {o consider and act upon the following matters:

1, Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance

Moderator Amore called the meeting to order at 8:02 p.m.

Moderator Amore led the Body in the Pledge of Allegiance.
2. Call of the Roll:

Clerk Twohill called the RTM Roll. A quorum was present, with 23 Reps. present, 7 Reps, absent.
Representatives Present: Adams, Adelman, Alfone, Amore, Anderson, Black, Bonenberger, Brooks, Dahill,
Everson, Hartwell, Hentschel, Hynes, Ingraham, Laich, Larsson, Maresca, McCall, Popolizio, Shrestha, Twohill,
Verderame, Waterman.

Representatives Absent: Greenberg, Keefe, Loffredo, McCormack, Neupane, Sharkey, Soomro.
Ex-Officios Present: Town Clerk Lisa Arpin,

3. Approval of Minutes of May 13, 2025, meeting of the RTM:
Motion made by Rep. Everson, 2+ by Rep. Laich, to approve the May 13, 2025, RTM minutes. The minutes as
submitted were approved unanimously by the full RTM in a voice vote.

4, Reception of communications, reports of committees, and citizen petitions:
Moderator Amore stated nothing was received.

5. To consider,and if appropriate, approve a transfer request from the Inland Weflands Director to approve a
fransfer request for FY25 for the following:

From:

10141160-518000 Overtime ($250)
To:

10141160-519020 Longevity $250
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The proposed transfer was not heard by the Rules & Ordinances Committee. Rep. Brooks made a motion to waive
RTMRule4.4.1, 2« by Rep.Hartwell. The motion passed unanimously in a voice vote, The full RTM then passed the
requested transfer unanimously in a voice vote.

6. To consider, and if appropriate, approve a transfer request from Willoughby Wallace Memorial Library for
following FY25:

From:

10149040-588802 Contingency ($14,000)
To:

10146020-517660 Library Staff $13,000
10146020-555300 Communications 1,000

Total $14,000

Ways & Means Cormmittee Chmn.
Hartwell stated the Committee
heard these proposed fransfers on
June 4. The Committee voted
unanimously to recommend
approval o the full RTM and he
presented it as a motion. The full
RTM unanimously voted in favor.

7.To consider and, if appropriate, establish a harbor management commission pursuant to CGS 22a-113k.

Rules & QOrdinances Committee Chmn. Hentschel stated a Special Committee meeting was held on June 2 fo consider
his proposed ordinance final draft. The Commitiee voted unanimously in favor of sending the completed ordinance to
the full RTMand he presented it as a motion. Chmn. Hentschel described the process, people and hard work involved in
preparing this ordinance and he thanked everyone, the working group, the Committee members and the stakeholders.

Chmn. Hentschel moved, Rep. Hartwell seconded, three grammatical changes to the ordinance text:
Page 4, line 25 - add the word “to” - |.e. “other facilities appurtenant to the BHMA”
Page 5, line 11 - change the word “shall” to "may” to make it align with the Statute.

Page 3, line 31 “formal approval per Section 5 A{4} of this ordinance” should read “formal adopticn per Section 5 C(7) of
this ordinance."

The motion passed unanimously in a voice vote by the full RTM.

Branford Harbormaster, Vincenzo Suppa, thanked the Committee for all of their hard work. He questioned the
implementation imeline and his future role as Harbormaster. Chmn. Hentschel explained the Commission will be formed
next, which will then establish the plan with required approvals heeded from various State and Federal government
agencies and the RTM.

A roll call vote was held and the Harbor Management Commission ordinance passed unanimously by the full RTM, 22-0.
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8. To consider, and if appropriate, create an ordinance which will encode reasonable restrictions on short-
term rentals in Branford.

Rules & Ordinances Committee Chmn. Hentschel reported this proposed ordinance was sent fo the Town Attorney for
final review. It will be heard again at the next Committee mesting on June 17. The Committee voted unanimously to
request a rereferral and Chmn. Hentschel presentsd this as a motion. The full RTM voted unanimously in favor of a
rereferral in a voice vote

9, To consider, and if appropriate, recommend amending the Town Blight Ordinance, Chapter 124 Blight
Prevention, based on recommendations from the Town of Branford’s Blight Enforcement Officer.

Rules & Ordinances Committee Chmn. Hentschel stated the Blight Prevention Ordinance was heard at the May 20
Committee meeting. The working group requested basic changes fo the existing ordinance. The Committee voted
unanimously to request a rereferral to the next commitiee meeting to be held in person on June 17%. Hopefully, all
amendments to the existing Blight Prevention Ordinance will be finalized and approved then. He put the request to the
full RTM in the form of a motion. The RTM voted unanimously in favor of rereferring the item.

10. Any other business to come before the RTM.

Moderator Amore reminded everyone to attend the Branford Festival.
11. Adjournment.

Rep. Popolizio made a mation, 214 by Rep. Verderame, to adjourn. Motion passed unanimously in a volce vote.at
8:45pm.

See the BCTV recording of this meeting for details of the conversations.

Dated this 12th day of June, 2025

Frank Twohill
RTM Clerk and First District Representative
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BRANFORD RTM RECORDED YOTES

RTM ROLL CALL, JUNE 11, 2025

NAME ATTENDANCE [ HARBOR MGT.
1|ADAMS Present Yes
2|ADELMAN Present Yes
3|ALFONE Present Yes
4| AMORE Present --
5|ANDERSON Present Yes
6|BLACK Present Yes
7|BONENBERGER Present Yes
8|BROOKS Present Yes pes
9| DAHILL Present Yes vt
10| EVERSON Present Yes B2
11| GREENBERG Absent o
12| HARTWELL Present Yes
13|HENTSCHEL Present Yes -
14 |HYNES Present Yes
15 [INGRAHAM Present Yes
16| KEEFE Absent
17|LAICH Present Yes
18|LARSSON Present Yes
19| LOFFREDO Absent
20 MARESCA Present Yes
21| MCCALL Present Yes
22| MCCORMACK Absent
23|NEUPANE Absent
24|POPGLIZIO Present Yes
25|8HARKEY Absent
26 SHRESTHA ‘ Present Yes
27|SCOMRO Absent
28 TWOHILL Present Yes
29 |VERDERAME Present Yes
30 (WATERMAN Present Yes
Total 23-7 22-0
Ex Officios
1st Selectman Cosgrove
Selectman Dunbar
Selectman Higgins
Town Clerk Arpin Present
Treasurer Schwanfelder
Attorney Aniskovich




Inland Wetlands and Natural Resources Department #Sei A
TOWN HALL * PO BOX 150 * 1019 MAIN ST. * BRANFORD, CT 06405

203-315-0675 * FAX 203-889-3172 * infandwetlands@branford-ct.gov

April 15,2025

RECEIVED

Joseph Mooney, Chairman APR 16 2005
Board of Finance |
BRANFORD TOWN CLERK

RE: Request for transfer
Dear Chairman,

The Inland Wetlands and Natural Resources department respectfully requests the Board of Finance consider
and, if appropriate, hear a request for the following transfer:

FY 2025
From: 10141160-518000 Overtime _ $250
To:  10141160-519020 Longevity $250

The purpose of this transfer is to ensure that sufficient funds are in place to cover longevity expenses per union
contract. The increase in funds is needed due to the employee reaching 10 years of employment with the town.
The transfer will not negatively impact the overtime budget balance relative to the department’s needs for the

remainder of the fiscal year.

Respectfully submitted,

P

Jaymie Frederick
Inland Wetlands Environmental Director
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MEMGRIAL LIBERARY BRANFORS 1y N m i

Date: May 6, 2025.

To:  Joseph Mooney
Chairman; Board of Finance

From: Jenniter Sullivan. N
Library Director, Witloughby Wallace Memeorial Library

Ré:  PY 2025 Budget Transfer ~ AMENDE]

Lam writing torequest a transfer from Contingency to 1) Library Staff and 2) Cotamunicatiohs
to fundeurrent staffing levels and pay for phoneservice for the remainder of FY 2025.

From Account#  10149040-588802  Contingéiny $14,000

To Account#  10146020-517660 'Library Staff $13,000.

To Account # 10146020-555300  Commiunications  $1,000

_Aﬁ the bcmd may remember, and was dxscussed bﬁaﬂy at the L1brary 8 FY 2026 Budget

among thern safety o reqmre at. Ieas't EWG (2) staff members on duty durmg pubhc hours At

+that time; it was antlmpated that s lineitern might not last the remainder of the fiscal year.

Due to unpredicted absences during the wintet, the:approved FY 2025 budget will sustain the

:appi'opmate statfing levels itp through the last'six (6) weiks of the fiscal yeat. Appraxlma’cely
$13,000 s needed tokeep the Library open.and staffed through the end of FY 2025,

Regarding the request for communications: as the board'may also recall, I attended the

meeting of November 19; 2024 when ARPA funding was approved for the phonie system. At

hiat tine, the motithly phone service wagnot factoted in. The monthly bills had been

riigtakenly serit to anothier departifient and werd not forwarded to me until April 2025, My FY

2026 budget Has beei amiended via RTM Education Committee to reflect needed funds for-this

charge, however the FY 2025 bills will need funding appropriated.

‘Whern the FY 2025 budget was developed, the previous Library Ditector was stilk employed;
these changes were notpredicted. Thank you for your considerationt.

Ce: Tates Cosprave, Birst Selectman
Lisa Atpit, Towd Clerk



Status of Contingency 2024-25
Date Department Amount Balance
Beginning Balanece
7/1/2024 Opening Balance 1,207,297 1,207,257
Finance
2/24/2025 Approriation From F/B 457,134 1,664,431
2/24/2025 Approriation From F/B 24,382 1,688,813
481,516
2/24/2025 Human Resources (1,124,507) 564,306
2/24/2025 Human Resources (77.272) 487,034
3/31/2025 Probate Coust (1,950} 485,084
5/19/2025 WWLibrary {14,000} 471,084
[Balance in Contingency 471,084 |

fipf Revised 5/20/2025

Item #6

Description

Contingency Appropriation

Police Retroactive Wages
WWTP Retroactive Wages

Police Retroactive Wagés
WWTP Retroactive Wages
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ITEM #7
MEETING HANDOUT BY
Corrections PETER HENTSCH EL

e Page 4, line 25~ add the word “to” —ie. “other facilities appurtenant to the BHMA”
e Pages5, line 11— change the word “shall” to “may” - to make it aligh with the Statute.

o Page 3, line 31 “formal approval per Section 5.A(4) of this ordinance” should read
“formal adoption per Section 5.C{7) of this ordinance”
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Branford Town Code, Part il, Chapter 2?7?77

Harbor Management Commission ITEM #7

MEETING HANDOUT BY
PETER HENTSCHEL

1. Purposes,

A. The Town of Branford (the “Town”} wishes to protect its marine historic resources and
sensitive coastal resources found along its harbors and near-shore coastal waters; to
provide greater opportunities for water-nased recreational activities; and to maintain
and enhance navigational facilities for the benefit of all maritime users.

B. Therefore, the Town desires to manage s near-shora coastal waters, by establishing a
harbor managament commission to plan for safe and beneficial use and enjoyment of
the Town’s harbor management area as hereinafter defined.

C. The Town believes that the most responsible way to ensure safe and beneficial use of
its near-shore coastal waters and the protection of its coastal resources is through the
adoption of a harbkor management plan that defines policies for the use and protection
of the Town's near-shore coastal waters,

D. Thetidal waters below Mean High Water (MHW) of the Town’s shoreline including
rivers, are Public Trust Waters and, as such the Shoreling below MHW is Public Trust
Property. The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmentat Protection (CT
DEEP) [s the Public Trustee of this public trust.

2. Authority: Commission created.

A. Pursuantto the authority granted by Chapter 444a of the Connecticut General Statutes
(88 22a-113ic through 22a-113t}, as may be amended from time to time, there is hereby
created a Branford Marbor Management Commission {the “BHMC”} with all the powers
and duties spacified in said Chapter 444a except as those havs besn specifically
timited by the provisions of this ordinance and in accordance with statute,

3. Jurisdiction: Harbor Management Area

A. The BHMC shall have jurisdiction within the near-shore coastal waters that are within
the territorial limits of the Town of Branford and are seaward of the Mean High Watsr
Line, bounded by the projection into Long Island Sound of the boundary tine of
neighboring towns and extending out into Long Island Sound to the jurisdictional extent
allowed by State of Connacticut. Such area shall be referred to as the Branford Harbor
Management Area (the “BHMA”).

B. The Harbor Management Commission may also review and make recommendations,
consistent with the Branford Harbor Management Plan (the “BHMP"}, on any pending
applications affecting real property on, in, or contiguous to the Branford Harbor
Management Area received by any municipal board or commission listed in C.G.5. §
22a-113p, or applications pending review by the Connecticut Department of Energy
and Environmental Protection as directed by the CT DEER.

Page |1
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4. Branford Harbor Management Commission

A. Membership.

(1)

(2)

(4)

(5}

The BHMC shall consist of nine members who must be electors, orindividual
owners of property, or representatives of entities (corporations, limited liability
corporations, trusts, etc. that own property, within the Town of Branford}. The
provisions of C.G.S. 8 8-167a shall apply. These members shall be appointed by
the Board of Selectmen (the "BOS") who shall process all written nominations
received from the public in the customary practice for appointments to
Commissions and Boards of the Town of Branford, and nominations shall be
subject to disclosure to the public at large upon request of any citizen of the
Town of Branford.

Seven of the appointmeants made shall include, at a minimum, a representative
of each of the following Branford stakeholder groups:

(a) Marina and Boatyard managers
(b) Commercial maritime businesspeople and fishermen
(¢} Coastal environment advocates

{d) Recreational boaters
{(e) Shell fishermen
{f) Island owners
{

g} Coastline residents

If no stakeholder nominee from any one of the catagorias above has been
raceived, the BOS shall appoint an additional Commissioner from the
remaining categories.

Two additional appointments shall be made which may include reprasentatives
from other Branford Boards, Commissions, Working Groups and Committees:

The First Selectman, or such othar Salectman as they may appoint, and the
Harbormaster shall serve as ex officio members of the Commission, without
vote.

B. Compensation.

1)

A member of the BHMC shall not receive compensation for service but may be
relmbursed for necessary and appropriately approved expenses, but such
provision shall not apply to the First Selectman, or such Selsctman as he has
appointed, orto the Harhormaster.

C. Terms of office.

(1)

Within 60 days after the effective date of this ordinance, the BOS shall appoint
five (5) members to serve for a term ending on the first Monday of the fourth
January hence and four (4) members to serve for a term ending on the first
Monday of the second January hence. Thereafter, the terms of members shall
run for four years.

if a member resigns or is removed for any reason before his or her term expires,
a raplacement shall be appointed by the BOS to complete that term.

Fage |2
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(3)

No member shall serve mores than two (2} consecutive four (4) yearterms. A
person who has served two (2) consecutive four (4) year terms may be
reappointaed to the BHMC only after a period of two (2) years has passead since
the end of their second consecutive four (4) year term.

D. Officers and Committees.

(1)

(2)

Unon the creation of the BHMC under this ordinance, the BHMC shall hold an
organizational meeting at which it shall etect a Chairperson and Secretary and
such other officers as it may desire to serve until the first January hence. During
the month of January and annually thereafter, the Commission shall electa
Chairperson and Secretary and other officers as it may desire for a one-year
term. No individual shall serve in any one capacity for more than two
consecutive terms,

The Commission may form subcommittees to address specific duties of the
Commission.

5. Powers, Dutizs and Responsibllities of the BHMC.

A. Initial Responsibilities ~ Preparation and Adoption of a Harbor Management Plan

(1) Theinitial resgonsibility of the BHMC shall be to prepare a Branford Harbor

Management Plan in accordance with C Chapter 444A of the Connecticut
General Statutes, as may be amended from time to time.

(2) The BHMC shall hire qualified professional consultants, with prior experience

(3)

in the development of harbor management plans, for the preparation of the

HMP and may hire consultants to assist with any subsequent powers, duties

and responsibilities, subjact to the appropriation of funds for this purpose by
the Town.

Until the BHMP has been approved and adopted pursuant to C.G.S, § 22a-
113m, the Commission shall have no other powers or duties,

B. Regulations.

(1)

{2)

As part of the BHMP, the BHMC shall have the authority to propose regulations
for the cperation of vessels pursuant to C.G.S. § 15-136.

Sald regulations shall be reviewed by all appropriate jurisdictions prior to their
being submitted for formal approval per Section 5.A(4) of this ordinance.

C. Theinitial development, approvals, and adoption of the BHMP, as well as the periodic
re-evaluation of the BHMP and any proposed regulations, shall include the following
process:

(1)

(2)

(3)

The consultant’s development of the draft BHMP shall include public meetings
at the beginning, middle, and final draft stages of development.

Tha key stakeholders (as defined above) shall be included and consulted during
the development process and public meetings.

The Harbor Management Plan shall include the content: as set forth in CGS
22a-113n.

Page [ 3
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(4)

(8)

(7)

in preparing the plan, the consultant and commissicn shall consider among
other things the factors as set forth in CGS 22a-1130

BOS approval, or recemmendation for modifications, of the draft BHMP is
required prior to submission for review and approval by State and Federal
authorities pursuantto C.G. S, 8§ 22a-113m.

The BHMP must be approved as required by C.G.S. § 22a-113m before formal
adoption by the Town,

After the required State and Federal approvals have been received, the BHMP
and any proposed regulations must be formally adopted by the BOS and RTM
as part of this ordinance bafore their enactment.

D, Periodic Public Review of the BHMP.

(1)

(2)

Upon adoption of the BHMP, the BHMC shall provide for the periodic review of
the BHMP based on public input received through a formally announced public
hearing.

Such periodic public review will take place three years after ths initiat adoption
of the BHMP and after every five years hence:

If appropriate, based on such review, the BHMC may make additions and/or
modifications to the plan that may be deemed appropriate subject to the
process set forth in Chapter 444A of the Connecticut General Statutes, as may
be amendsd from time to time.

E. Afterthe BHMP has been adopted, the BHMC shall have and may exercise the
followng powars, dutias and rasponsibitities:

(1)

To supervise the use of the BHMA and the mooring, docking, landing and other
facilities appurtenant the BHMA to the extent of the Town's authority therein
and in accordance with the BHMP and Chapter 444A of the Connscticut
General Statutes (88 22a-113k through 22a-113t), as may be amended fram
time to time,

To recommend to the BOS faes relating to the use of moorings, docking,
landings, and other facilities appurtenant to the HMA,

To recommend to the Representative Town Meeating (the RTM} any additional
ordinances which may be required to support the BHMP, which ordinances may
specify fines for violations of those ordinances,

To assist the Harbormaster in the assignment of moorings and in the
management of mooring and anchorage areas within his jurisdiction to assure
that such assignments are consistent with the BHMB,

To prepare an annual operating budget for tha BHMC for submission to the
Board of Finance, and the RTM in accordance with the Town Charter, Said
budget may include the expenditure of fees coltected and held inthe Harbor
Management Fund as well as additionally allocatad amounts from the Town
itself,

To assist and coordinate with all other public and private agencies,
commissions and other organizations which have interast or jurisdiction within
the BHMA,

Page | 4
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(7) To review for consistency with the BHMP any public notice of an application for
a local, state or federal permit for an activity taking ptace within the BHMA and
to provide recommendations to the regulating agencies,

(8) Toconductor cause to be conducted studies of the conditions and activities in
and adjacent to the BHMA,

() Torequest, when appropriate, a general parmit from the United States Army
Corps of Engineers and/or delegation of state enforcement authority pursuant
to C.G.S5. § 22a-2a,

(10) Toreview and update the BHMP periodically.

6. Referral of proposals submitted to other municipal agencies.,

A.

Pursuant to C.G.S. § 22a-113p, the BHMC shall review and make recommendations,
consistent with the BHMP, on any proposal affecting the real property on, in or
contiguous to the BHMA submitted to the Planning and Zoning Commission, Zoning
Board of Appeals, Water Pollution Control Authority, or Shellfish Commission. The
BHMC shall be notified by that primary reviewing agency, in writing, of any such
nroposal at least 35 days prior to the commencemeant of the hearing thereon or, where
no hearing is held, at least 35 days prior to the taking of any deliberation or action on
the proposal. Such primary reviewing agency shall send a copy of the proposal or
application to the BHMMC upen request of the BHMC.

The primary reviewing agency authorized to act on the proposat shall consider the
recommendations of the BHMC. A two-thirds vote of all the members of said agency
having authority to act on the proposat shall be required to approve a proposal which
has not raceived a favorable recommendation from the BHMC, provided that the
provisions of this section shall not be deemed to alter the authority of the agency
having primary jurisdiction over the propaosal to deny, modify or condition the proposal.
Failure of the BHMC to submit a recommendation on or before the date of the hearing
or action on such a proposal shall be desmed an approval.

7. Permit Feas:

A.

B,

Per C.G.5. § 22a-113s, the commission may propose a fee schedule for a permitfor a
mooring or anchorage or any other activity within the scope of the plan.

The Harbar Master or Deputy Harbor Master shall collect such fee. Any fee collected
pursuant to this section shall be deposited into a fund (the Harbor Management Fund)
maintained by the Town of Branford and shall be used for the maintenance and
improvemeant of the HMA for the public and for expenses for personnel and equipment
directly related to the function of the BHMC and the Harbor Master or Deputy Harbor
Master.

8. HarborManagement Fund.

A. Pursuantto C.G.S. § 22a-113{ and 22a-113s, there shall be a Harbor Management Fund

created to receive and expend monies for harbor management purposes as
determined by the BHMC, All revenues generated by mooring permit fees and
municipal fines levied for violations of supporting regulations shall be deposited into

Page |5
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the Fund. Funds shall be disbursed for purposes directly essociated with the
managemant of the BHMA and implementation of the BHMP.

B. The Harbor Management Fund shall be budgeted and administered in a manner
consistent with the procedures contained in the Town Charter and C.G.S. § 22a-113s.

8. Conflict with statutory provisions.

A. Should any provisions of this chapter be found with finatity by a court of competent
jurisdiction to be prohibited by the Connecticut General Statutes, the provislons of
such statutes shall prevail. If any provision of this chapter is found to be invalid or
unlawful, the remainder of the chapter shall remain in full force and effect as if such
portion found to be invalld or unlawful were not originally part of this chapter.
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