RTM RULES & ORDINANCES COMMITTEE

Town of Branford

Adrian Bonenberger, Dan Adelman, Susan Dahill, Ray Ingraham, Peter Black, Trish Anderson
Peter Hentschel, Chair

MEETING MINUTES
March 19, 2024
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Call to Order at: 7:01
Roll Call: R
a. PH, AB, SD, PB, TA E .
b. DA, Rl absent § R
To consider and if appropriate approve an amendment to the Town Code - RTM Rules,
Committees, C, Rule 4.3.4 Committee responsibilities and E. Rules 4.5.1 and 4.5.2 Committee
reports - to clarify and coordinate long standing references to Reports and more recent
requirements for Meeting Minutes. {proposal attached)
a. Discussion:
Representative Biack discussed his review and understanding of the
rules as they existed and his recommended changes to the

proposed amendment (attached).
Reps. Hentschel, Anderson, Dahill, Bonenberger assent
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ii.
k. Motion to: Adopt the amendment as proposed by Representative Black (Bonenberger)

c. Seconded by: (Anderson)
d. Vote: PH, AB, SD, PB, TA ALL IN FAVOR
To cansider, and if appropriate, recommend the establishment of a Branford Harbor
Management Commission as requested by the First Selectman.
a. Discussion:
Representative Hentschel talked about the lengthy and detailed
requirements behind such a commission {a management plan,
financial considerations, state and national requirements)
Representative Anderson suggested using ARPA money to get a consultant who's an

expert to get onboard at the beginning of the review process.
iii. Bill Smith, who runs the ferry service at the Thimble Islands, expressed enthusiasm for

participating in the process of exploring the parameters of a Harbor Commission

Motion to: Rerefer and establish a working group of Reps Hentschel, Adelman, and Hines to study

{(Black}
c. Seconded by: (Bonenberger)
d. Vote: PH, AB, 5D, PB, TA ALL iN FAVOR

e Other Business: NONF

¢ Adjourn {(moved by Bonenberger, Seconded by Anderson)



As approved by R&C
March 19, 2024

Proposed Amendment of Town Code - RTM Rules, Committees, C. Rule 4.3.4
Committee responsibilities and E. Rules 4.5.1 and 4.5.2 Committee reports

C. Rule 4.3. Committee responsibilities (general).

#
(1) It shall be the function and responsibility of all standing or special committees to §

provide accurate and up-to-date information to the RTM in their assighed areas, to
maintain contact with the appropriate elected and appointed officials of the Town, to
consider and recommend action to the RTM on proposed and pending legislation
affecting their assigned areas and to perform such other functions as may be assigned
to them by the Moderator or RTM from time to time.

(2) It shall be the duty and responsibility of each standing or special committee to
submit a report in accordance with Subsections D and E, to the RTM on each item
referred to it for consideration, for the purpose of advising the RTM as to recommended

action on such matters.

(3) Nothing in these rules shall be interpreted as to limit in any way the introduction of
recommended legislation, motions or discussions by any RTM member or elector of the
Town, in accordance with the Charter, on any subject of proper interest to the RTM.

(4} It shall be the duty and responsibility of each standing or special committee to
choose a clerk who shall be responsible for taking the minutes of said committee
meeting. The committee clerk shall prepare the minutes of each meeting and shall
deliver said minutes to the Town Clerk and RTM Clerk not later than seven days after
said meeting, or prior to the expected action by the full RTM. The minutes shall be
posted on the Town's website. [Added 3-10-2021]

E. Rule 4.5. Committee reports.

(1) Content. Committees shall report their actions and recommendations in their
minutes per rule 4.3 (4). In particular, the minutes shall contain the following
information: members present, recommendations for action by the RTM, members
voting affirmatively, and other information deemed pertinent. The votes of each member
upon any issue before a committee shall be recorded in the minutes of the meeting at

which taken. .

(2) Presentation. In addition fo the written minutes submitted per rule 4.3 (4}, reports of
committee recommendations and actions shall normally be given to the RTM oraily by
the committee chair. Such a report shall include the recommendation made and the
number in favor and against such recommendation. The oral report shall contain a brief
description of the item and the reason for the recommended action. Any commitiee
member dissenting from the majority committee recommendation may make a minority
report, with a brief explanation of why the full RTM should not adopt the majority
recommendation.
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